Khama
that, il ever he became chief, he would keep this
curse from his country.
Up to this time, " Cape Smoke," a villainous
concoction made by the grape farmers of the
Cape, and fortified with tobacco juice and
other worse flavourings, had been freely im-
ported and sold without let or hindrance. It
was, of course, a source of considerable profit to
the importers, and the results were obvious
in the debauchery and degradation of the
natives. This exploitation of other races by
the whites has been a foul blot on our civiliza-
tion, not only in South Africa, but throughout
the world.
In the Cape Colony it has been the custom
on the wine-farms to pay part of the wages of
the natives in wine or brandy, and so unde-
veloped was the Christian Conscience on the
matter that one often heard the practice de-
fended on the ground that it helped to kill oS
the natives and keep them down!
At Kimberley* and on the Rand, later, it was
found necessary for economic and industrial
reasons to prohibit the sale of intoxicants to
natives, but the law has always been dififcult
to enforce when it is not supported by ethical
and Christian ideals*
Q& becoming chief, Khama had stated his
wishes to the traders individually, and for a
time there was some improvement, but he
found that newcomers were bringing the drink
into tha country, go, OB January 1st, 1873, he
eaBed a meetmg of all the white men, and they
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